Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance

Board (ATBCB)
330 C Street, SW
Room 1010

Washington, DC   20202
(202) 245-1591 (Voice and TDD)

Handicapping Conditions Served:   All handicaps.

Users Served: Disabled persons, Federal and state governments, building, construction, and
design industries, and the general public.

The Organization: The Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board
(ATBCB) was created by Section 502 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to enforce the
Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (P.L.90-480) which requires that most buildings and
facilities designed, constructed or altered by the Federal government since 1969 be
accessible to handicapped persons. As the Federal agency established to monitor P.L.90-480,
the Board is responsible for ensuring that all waivers and modifications are consistent with
the Act, and for ensuring that standards issued by other Federal agencies comply with the
Board's minimum guidelines and requirements. The Board handles complaints about
inaccessible facilities through its Executive Director. Only written complaints are accepted.
The complainant's name is not disclosed without written consent. The Board may conduct
investigations, hold public hearings, and issue orders to comply with the Act. Among the
Board's responsibilities is the planning for accessible transportation and housing for
handicapped persons; this involves cooperation with other agencies, organizations, and
individuals also working toward such goals. The Board is also responsible for exploring
communication barriers and for making administrative and legislative recommendations.

Information Services: Publications, available free of charge, include; About Barriers and
Access America: The Architectural Barriers Act and You. The Board answers technical
information questions through its technical services number (202) 472-2700 (Voice and
TDD),

National Institute of Handicapped Research (N1HR)

Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services

Mail Stop 2305

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC   20202

(202) 732-1134

Handicapping Conditions Served:  All handicaps.

Users Served: Researchers, rehabilitation professionals, physicians, professionals, disabled
persons, and parents.

The Organization: Established in November 1978 by Public Law 95-602, the National
Institute of Handicapped Research (NIHR) provides leadership and support for a national
and international program of comprehensive and coordinated research regarding the
rehabilitation of disabled individuals. The Institute's mission also encompasses the
dissemination of information concerning developments in rehabilitation procedures, methods
and devices which can improve the lives of people of all ages with physical and mental
handicaps, especially those who are severely disabled. One of the most important aspects of
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